GENERAL TROCHU IN PARIS

over tho national guard, tho Imporial guard and all
the troops stationed in the Department of tho Seine.
As ho was nominated simultaneously both by mo
and tho Regent, ho had a prestige that no friend of
tho Empire could ignore, and his military position
was very strong, backod as ho was by eighteen thou-
sand Mobile guards, stationed permanently in tho
capital at a moment when all the regulars wore bo-
ing Htmt to tho front by tlio Minister of War. "We
all realized at that time that tho fate of tho Empire
was in tho hands of General Troehuj but what wo
all did not renlixo wan how feeble those hands would
show themselves to 1ml If he had put his iufluonco
and his popularity at tho disposal of tho JOmpross,
moderate*, public opinion, tho Mobilo guards and tho
hotter part of tho inhabitants would not have grad-
ually gotio over to tho insurrectionary movement.
Of this I have no doubt, and this view is shared
by many others beside niysolf. If Troclm had pur-
sued thin course, it would have boon a groat chock
to tho republican Left, which would have then found
itself supported in its efforts to overturn the Em-
piro by only a handful of respectable republican
leaders and a inusH of rabble, demagogues and shady
professional agitators. This situation would havo
placed the republicans in a very weak position j for
without the aid of the vacillating moderates, they
could not have hoped to get control of tho roins of
government, and tho revolutionists would havo boon
left alone in their itiglorioiiBncm But by counter-
manding tho Opposition, Troclm thereby gave it
much of the strength that it needed, disorganized
the government and brought about the final triumph
of tho insurrectionary party."
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